Unemployment

Using the Office of National Statistics website (www.statistics.gov.uk) find the unemployment data for the UK for the past 15 years and answer the questions below:

1. What has happened to unemployment/employment over this period of time?

2. Are there any explanations of why patterns or trends have occurred (both peaks and troughs)

3. What are the benefits and limitations of high unemployment to the following stakeholders:

· Customers

· Businesses

· Government 

· Employees (that still have jobs)

4. Predict the future of UK unemployment/employment over the next 5 years.  Explain your reasoning behind your prediction.  

5. How could the Government help to reduce unemployment?

