The tobacco and the alcohol industries

Both the tobacco and alcohol industries employ hundreds of thousands of people worldwide and have millions of customers. However, the products they produce and sell can carry serious health risks. It has been proved, for example, that cigarettes are addictive and can cause cancer and heart disease. Similarly, the consumption of alcohol may lead to some serious illnesses such as heart disease and cancer of the throat and bowel. Some commentators have said that if alcohol or tobacco were to be introduced today, they would be banned and declared illegal substances.

Questions

Would you consider the production and sale of tobacco products to be unethical? Give reasons.
Is the existence of the alcohol industry unethical? Why?
If the consumption of both alcohol and tobacco is known to cause serious illnesses, should the respective industries be forced to make some contribution to the cost of health care for the victims?
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