AS Business – People and Organisations
Workforce Planning Independent Research Assignment

Your task is to complete the following information in a report format to be completed during 2 lessons and 1 homework.  The aim of the task is an investigation into the workforce within the Northamptonshire area and how businesses might use this information.  The following points need to be covered in your report:

· Employment rates in Northamptonshire vs UK

· Which sectors people in Northants are employed within? Who are the most predominant employers in the area?

· What are people’s educational backgrounds?

· What types of jobs they have. 

· How much people are paid.

· What specific skills do people in there area have

· What type of job classification they are i.e. professional, skilled etc.

· What is the history of the Northamptonshire area in terms of employment? 

· How many people are unemployed – classified by age/gender.

As a conclusion to your report you need to summarise:

1. How useful this information would be to businesses and why. 

2. How could this information be used to best effect in the HRM department. 

3. What might be the most useful/interesting information for businesses who are planning for the future?
Your report should take the form of:

1. Introduction to your report

2. Research – how you researched and why.

3. Findings – what information you have found out including graphs, tables and statistics. 

4. Conclusion 

Reports to be word processed including graphs, tables, charts etc.  Reports should be no longer than 2000 words. Below is a list of suggested/recommended websites for research:

· www.ons.gov.uk
· www.google.co.uk
· www.upmystreet.com
· www.northamptonshire.gov.uk
· www.go-se.gov.uk
· www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk
· www.bbc.co.uk/business
· www.northants-chamber.co.uk
· www.direct.gov.uk
· www.dti.gov.uk
